
Press
Spring 2003Volume 7

Student-Led Conferences Celebrate
Success, Teach Lifelong Skills

Middle school teacher Barbara Grady (top left) and primary multi-age teacher Jennifer Jones
(bottom right) share prideful moments with IDS-CC parents and their children during student-led
conferences.

When it’s time for
conferences at IDS-CC,
students take charge.

Adding a new dimension to the
traditional parent-teacher-only
approach to conferences, IDS
students — some as young as first
grade — have the opportunity to
play an integral role in evaluating
their progress, setting goals, and
discussing it with their parents.

The method used to engage
children in this process is student-
led conferences, and according to
teachers, parents and students
alike, the benefits are tremendous.
“Student-led conferences at IDS
are really a celebration of all the
wonderful things our children
do,” said primary multi-age
teacher Jennifer Jones. “It’s
parents and teachers coming
together to empower students
and help them become the best
they can be.”

“We are always working to
develop the student/teacher/
parent team,” said Middle School
Division Leader Betty George.
“Student-led conferences are a
wonderful way of strengthening
the student part of that team.”

Student-led conferences
instill pride by encouraging
responsibility and ownership.

Continued on page 13



“Together everyone achieves
more” is a perfect phrase to reflect
the IDS team approach.  Ann
Morris, the author of the
children’s book, Teamwork,
describes a team as a group that
works together and cooperates to
get the job done.  At IDS, we
work to apply four components of
effective teaming which include: 

1) In a team effort each person’s
contribution is vital for any
goal to be achieved. 

2) In a successful team effort, each
member works to respect and
incorporate individual
differences in decision making
toward a common goal.

3) Each member of the team
understands the importance of
individual responsibility in
achieving quality. 

4) Each member experiences the
joy of success with the
realization that when the team
wins, everyone WINS!
We are proud to announce

that in preparation for our five-
year Reaccreditation Visit, the
faculty and staff at IDS lived the
above four components of
teamwork, and  we were able to
bring home a most impressive
and extraordinary evaluation.
We were supported by an
efficient and devoted Board of
Trustees, PFA Executive
Committee, and PFA Council.
Everyone deserves the accolades,
and the students enjoy the
results of a positive team effort!!!
BRAVO TO ONE AND ALL!
Now for specifics:

What Is The

Reaccreditation Process?
The Florida Council of

Independent Schools (FCIS) is the
professional educational association
that evaluates and accredits
independent schools throughout the
state of Florida. FCIS is a member of
NAIS, the National Association of
Independent Schools.  The role of
FCIS is to assure that each member
school maintains high standards
and its independence.  Accreditation
is conferred by the FCIS Board of
Directors, after an evaluation visit
every five years, which requires the
member school to continuously
meet rigorous standards over time.
The visiting committee evaluates
areas such as philosophy of the
school, academic and ancillary
programs, facilities, instructional
resources, the physical plant,
equipment, and the qualifications of
administrative staff and faculty.

Our Work Pays Off
Part of our work over the last

few years resulted in updating
current documents and creating
new ones to guide the IDS teaching
and learning process.  These
documents include the following
items listed here:
1) The Notebook System: Found
throughout the school, it
captures all of our lesson plans,
correspondences, records and
more.  This insures that the future
is built on the foundation of the
successes of the past.

2) The Course of Study: This
consists of four notebooks, one

for each division.  Each of the
four notebooks contains the
information that documents Life
Skills, Standards, Benchmarks,
Lesson Planning Formats,
Assessment Practices, and
Resources for Instruction.  The
Course of Study was updated by
asking four questions designed to
insure that IDS is always
undergoing continuous
improvement.
• What do we actually teach as
well as what should we teach?

• How do we deliver or
facilitate instruction?

• How do we assess learning?
• What resources do we
currently have and still need
to accomplish our tasks?

3) YAAGs: Year At AGlance
Curriculum Guides were created
to identify target areas for content
coverage in all areas of
instruction.  YAAGs identify the
“what” and “when” of content
coverage.

4) Curriculum Maps: These maps
correlate National and State
Standards and Benchmarks to the
topics from the YAAGs.

5) The Lesson Plan Generator:
This computerized lesson plan
format was developed to insure
accountability in planning for
meaningful and richly thought out
lessons directed toward student
achievement.  It correlates with
the IDS Lesson Plan Questioning
Guide.  Since IDS is organized for
“teamwork” and “teaming”, the
Lesson Plan Generator and Lesson
Plan Questioning Guide provide
a source to stimulate lively,
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Teamwork at the Heart of
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enthusiastic discussions about
what elements are key to include
in lessons.  These dialogues,
among the faculty, are based on
efforts to implement research-
based or best practices in the
education field.

What M.O.R.E. Do We

Need?
The above documents refer to

both the “what” and the “how”
we teach.  Our goal for instruction
steadfastly holds to living the 35-
year-old IDS philosophy.  We do
this by applying the most relevant
information about how to create a
brain-friendly or brain-compatible
learning culture and environment.
Over the past seven years, we
have developed and/or identified
generic strategies and concepts
designed to actively engage the
learner, as well as accelerate the
learning process.  This effort
parallels the explosion of learning
strategies emanating from cutting
edge research about how the
brain functions.

Thus the birth of the M.O.R.E.
Approach – Multiple Options for
Results in Education. These options
provide a foundation for teacher
training that lead to the
development of highly skilled
teachers who are able and willing to
continuously refine, review, and
redirect efforts to achieve excellence
in each and every classroom.  The
seven major components of the
M.O.R.E. Approach are:
• Child Centered Vision
• Appreciating the Uniqueness of
the Learner

• Motivational Strategies to Increase
Time on Task

• Creating Dignity and Respect
• Teacher/Student Presence,
Making Connections

• Developing a Learning
Community

• Curriculum Development and
Accountability

The definitions of the
components of the M.O.R.E.
Approach and the many strategies
for living M.O.R.E. can be found in
our new booklet IDS-CC – In Search
of M.O.R.E. This information can
also be found as part of a new book
about IDS called It’s All About Kids:
Every Child Deserves A Teacher of the
Year.  The book will be released this
Fall just in time for the start of our
35th Anniversary year.
What’s Next?

So, what’s next you ask?  That
depends on what M.O.R.E. we need
as we explore viable options to
progress into the future.  Exploring
options and venturing outside the
boundaries of standard convention
led to the discovery of a round
earth versus one that is flat, trips to
the moon, cars, faxes, computers,
and our belief that all students can
be winners everyday.  We look
forward to a continued journey of
boundless discoveries.

IDS-CC Forges New

Partnership in 2002-2003
An article about St. Petersburg

College published in a May edition
of Education Week, describes the new
four-year College of Education
established at the former St.
Petersburg Community College.
The article also refers to the
innovative partnership between St.
Petersburg College and
Independent Day School where Dr.
Joyce B. Swarzman, as Professor of
Record and 18 IDS faculty train
future teachers in the POP program
– Power of the Practitioner.  More
than 75 future teachers participated
during the fall and spring semesters
learning from IDS teachers each
week.  Dr. Sally Naylor, Dean of St.
Petersburg College of Education,
describes the program in excerpts
from the following letter:
November 12, 2002

The College of Education (COE) at
St. Petersburg College, Florida, is proud
to be an educational partner of

Independent Day School (IDS) in
Tampa, Florida.  This partnership
includes an innovative teacher
preparation model known as POP,
Power of the Practitioner.  The purpose
of POP is to incorporate front line
expert practitioners (IDS teachers)
into the ranks of college faculty.  The
rationale for POP is that front line
expert practitioners are exceptionally
well-suited to help future teachers
understand and master the connection
between theory and practice.  The COE
and IDS are compatible partners in
many respects.  Irrespective of student
age or level, both embrace learning
centered education, contextualized
teaching, brain-based research, quality
concepts and high-performance.

Teachers from Independent Day
School drive to the campus where they
teach two courses: Curriculum and
Instruction, and Integrated Elementary
Curriculum.  The College of Education
is indebted to the IDS Administration,
teachers and the Board of Trustees
for their visionary leadership and
commitment to the teaching profession.
POP is possible because of their
willingness to support the forging of
a new teacher preparation model.

Future teachers in the College of
Education have benefited enormously
from the partnership.  Many of our
students also work part-time in schools
or are substitute teachers as they
complete their teacher preparation
program.  They return to campus
excited that they are learning best
practices from IDS teachers.  COE
students frequently stop by my office
and report with great enthusiasm how
much they have learned from IDS
teachers.  For our part, I believe the
College of Education has helped IDS
teachers hone their training skills and
strategies with adult learners – our
students.  It’s a successful partnership
with significant potential!

Sincerely,
Sally S. Naylor, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Education
St. Petersburg College



T oday they’re primary
students in grades pre-k
through second grade who

are writing, reading, painting,
pretending, singing, acting,
building, cooperating, counting,
measuring, moving,
experimenting and learning in
countless ways.

This is how a lifelong love of
learning begins. Laying this
foundation is what primary
education at IDS-CC is all about
— planting the seeds that will
grow into the skills children will
need for academic success.

Sunshine State Standards
outline “ultimate life skills”
children will need in the
workplaces of this century, from
informational managers and
effective communicators to
numeric problem solvers and
cooperative workers. Developing
these skills provides the
framework around which IDS
primary teachers create a
kaleidoscope of learning
experiences.

Thematic units of study. First-
hand experiences in economics.
Personal and team creativity.
Special celebrations. Field trips.
Drama performances. Individual
and group classroom
presentations. The IDS primary
division kaleidoscope provides
varied learning experiences that
teach to diverse learning styles —
auditory, verbal and kinesthetic —
thereby honoring the uniqueness
of each student.

Today, they’re primary
students at IDS, but in the blink of
an eye, they’ll be the citizens of
tomorrow, prepared for whatever
the future may hold. �

PRIMARY DIVISION U P D A T E
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A Kaleidoscope of Learning Experiences
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This is how a lifelong love of learning begins.



In the blink of an eye, 
they’ll be the 

citizens of tomorrow.
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Centifest festivities 
were the 

culmination of 
numerous projects 

based on 100.
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Centifest festivities were the
culmination of numerous projects
based on 100, many of which had
been taking place in classrooms
since the beginning of school. First
graders, for example, had a goal of
reading 100 books. Several classes
kept track of “Acts of Kindness”
with 100 as their target. All
students brought in collections of
100 items, which they sorted,
counted and compared to
integrate a variety of
mathematical skills. Teachers also
incorporated literature into their
focus on 100. Pre-k students, for
example, combined collections of
100 edible items to create a class
pie after reading Audrey Woods’
popular book, Sweet Dream Pie.

“For young students, the
number 100 is a really important

For primary students at IDS-CC,
the first Friday in February was
more than just the end of

another week of school. It was a
day for celebrating math — and
the 100th day of being in school —
with a variety of hands-on, math-
related activities.

While teachers and students
celebrate student success and the
learning experience daily at IDS,
the 100th day of school is cause for
special festivities. Pre-
kindergarten, kindergarten, first
and second grade students and
teachers call it the annual
“Centifest.”

“Centifest has become an IDS
tradition in the primary grades,”
said first grade teacher and Upper
Primary Division Leader Debi
Brockmeyer. “We have an annual
Science Fair to celebrate science
and a yearly Young Author’s Day
to celebrate writing. Centifest is
our way to celebrate math.”

During Centifest, students
circulated in small, multi-grade
teams among the primary
classrooms taking part in activities
that involved multiple
intelligences and focused on the
number 100.

They colored, cut and painted
to create 100-day badges and
ladybugs, as well as 100 valentines
for patients at a local veterans
hospital. A visual/spatial activity
involved manipulating 100 plastic
cubes to create a design on graph
paper. They also participated in
“centi-aerobics”  physical activities
such as throwing a ball or Frisbee
to reinforce the concept of 100
centimeters.

Centifest Festivities Add Up to
a Mathematical Celebration

concept,” said pre-k teacher Jessica
Schew. “Centifest makes the
number real to them with a
variety of hands-on learning
activities.” �

Students colored, cut, painted, and counted in celebration of Centifest.
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F or all the excitement, it could
easily have been a Sotheby’s
auction house in London or

New York with a Monet original
or a Barry Bonds record-
breaking homerun baseball up
for bid.

The locale, however, was the
IDS-CC third grade classroom,
where students wiggled in their
chairs, waving makeshift
paddles during vigorous
bidding. Used candlesticks,
slightly worn paperbacks,
costume jewelry, and fragrant
soaps were some of the popular
items they were eager to
purchase — each a treasure in its
own right because it would
become a memorable holiday
gift for a special family member.

“I was really hoping to get
these for my dad,” said a
beaming Scott Hiteman,
clutching two glass mugs.
Cortney Spagnuola was thrilled
to spend her money on a
sequined purse for her mother.

While the money wasn’t real,
the lessons in economics,
mathematics, and individual
responsibility were. Third grade
teaching team Pennie Collins,
Jeanne Rivera and Judy Sobel
designed the auction to
culminate students’ efforts in
earning classroom currency
called “moola” throughout the
first trimester.

“Our economics program is a
real life simulation of earning,
saving, and spending income,”
said Mrs. Sobel. “It is a
motivational system that
rewards students for academic

excellence and for being
responsible third grade citizens.”

Students received
compensation each Friday for
completed homework, academic
participation, classroom jobs,
responsible behavior, and
quality work. As an introduction
to the difference between a cash
and cashless society, sometimes
students were paid by check,
and other times with moola
“cash.” They recorded their
monetary rewards in a check
register, and returned it to the
class bank. On the day of the
auction, every student’s
checkbook balance was posted.
Parents acted as auctioneers,
accountants, and gift wrappers
and assisted students with the
purchase of the new and used
items collected within the third
grade community during
previous weeks.

“Our goal with this program is
to incorporate math and economic
standards into daily instruction,
while familiarizing students with
real world functions, such as
keeping an accurate balance in a
checkbook and knowing how to
fill in a check,” said Mrs. Rivera.
“We also want to motivate
students to be responsible
producers and consumers, and
encourage a positive attitude
toward class work.”

“This approach to economics
really empowers students and
gives them the opportunity to be
independent,” said Mrs. Collins.
“They are responsible for
earning moola by doing their
jobs at school and contributing

to the class. They learn to work
towards a goal by saving so they
can eventually spend their
moola on things they really
want for their family.”

It’s a real life experience that
turns used games and trinkets
into priceless gifts, and student
success into an invaluable
lesson. �

Third graders used numbered paddles to bid
on items that would become memorable
holiday gifts.

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION U P D A T E
To Bid or Not To Bid…
Economics Program Empowers Third Graders



history of the United States
beginning with the early explorers
up until the time of the Civil War.
Learning how and why the
American system of government
was formed is a critical part of
their studies, and the teaching
team used a variety of methods to
approach these lessons from
Power Point presentations to
classroom simulations.

“A favorite activity was the
‘King of M&M’ simulation,” said
Mrs. Ausburn. “That’s where we
emulated the relationship
between the early colonists and
King George and the events that
led up to the Revolutionary
War.” One student pretended to
be the king and the rest were
either tax collectors or taxpayers.
Taxpayers, or colonists, were
forced to hand over varying
amounts of their prized candy
for seemingly unjust reasons,
such as the right to wear certain

A fter an in-depth study of
early American history, IDS-
CC fourth graders know all

about the origins of the three
branches of U.S. government —
executive, legislative and judicial.
However, after a two-day trip to
Florida’s state capital, where they
rubbed elbows with Gov. Jeb
Bush and other legislators, you
could say they now have an
“insider’s perspective” on the
intricate workings of our
democratic system.

Students began their visit to
Tallahassee with a tour of the Old
Capitol where they participated in
a unique simulation by casting
mock votes on real legislation, the
Equal Rights Amendment. That
experience with the legislative
branch of government was
followed by a first-hand encounter
with the executive branch — an
appointment with Governor Bush
where each student had the
opportunity to shake his hand and
be included in a group photo.

The Senate and House of
Representatives were next on the
agenda.  Rep. Kevin C. Ambler
(District 47) and Rep. Ed Homan
(District 60) personally led
students on a behind-the-scenes
tour of the House chambers and of
their offices. A trip to the Florida
Supreme Court the next day gave
students time to connect with the
judicial branch of government.
This was followed by a stop at the
Florida Museum of History where
they were able to put all the
lessons and insights into
perspective before heading home.

According to teacher Vickii
Ausburn, the fourth grade social
studies curriculum covers the
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History Lessons Lead Fourth Graders 
to Governor’s Office

types of clothing, including
beloved Buccaneer shirts or hats.

“The students learned to
empathize with the colonists and
the injustices they experienced,”
said Mrs. Ausburn. “In the same
way, when we studied the
American expansion westward,
they began to understand the
plight of the pioneers traveling
west as they hauled huge amounts
of supplies around the
playground and had to make
decisions about what to take and
what to leave behind.”

While simulations enhanced
learning in the classroom,
encountering government first-
hand created an exceptionally
memorable experience. “Meeting
the people who actually run our
government enabled students to
draw unique parallels,” said Mrs.
Ausburn, “and it, hopefully,
created impressions that will make
these lessons last a lifetime.” �



the opportunity to refine
benchmark skills in math and
measuring.

The first step was for each
team to brainstorm ideas for the
design of their team boat, and
then decide, and agree, on one
approach — an undertaking
in group collaboration Meagan
Cherry said was “the trickiest
part” of the entire project. Next,
they assembled a scale model of
their design, after which they
began construction of the actual
boat using only corrugated
cardboard and duct tape. Each
boat could be up to 10 feet long
and needed to hold two
passengers, and the boat also
needed an original name
accompanied by a team cheer
or song.

From a johnboat named
“Piggly Wiggly” to a catamaran
called “The Phoenix,” the design
and construction techniques
used by each team demonstrated
unfettered creativity and
ingenuity. As for the lessons in

A t the end of the school
year, as they got ready to
bid bon voyage to the

intermediate division, IDS-CC
fifth graders sharpened
important skills that will help
them to navigate the waters of
middle school. They did this in
a unique and nautical way, by
designing, constructing and
racing two-passenger boats
made entirely of cardboard, an
exercise in teamwork, problem
solving, and creativity dubbed,
“The Cardboard Challenge”.

The fifth grade teaching team
comprised of Michelle Hill, Linda
Wenzel, Tammy Bird, and Amy
Lewis made the objective clear —
build a watercraft that would
float, carry weight, and go fast.
Yet they knew by grouping the
class in randomly selected teams
that students would learn
invaluable lessons in cooperation
and communication, regardless
of whether their boat sank or
sailed. Just as important, the
challenge would give students

“Cardboard Challenge” Prepares Fifth Graders
to Navigate the Waters of Middle School
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Cardboard and duct tape, along with
communication and cooperation, were
the tools fifth grade students used to
design and construct boats.

teamwork and math, they were a
natural part of a truly inventive
end-of-the-year celebration.

“Listening is an important
part of teamwork,” said 
Auston Chen, “because
someone else might have a
really good idea too.”

“I learned a lot about
balance and weight,” said
Zachary Will. “I learned that
the longer the boat is, the
harder it is to turn. Besides,
shorter is cooler.”

The learning continued
amidst laughter and cheering
later that evening when
students donned life jackets and
swimsuits to race their craft at a
local pool. “They showed
tremendous determination,”
said Mrs. Wenzel. “Even if their
boat sank, they dragged it to
the finish line while everyone
cheered them on.”

“The students truly
recognized each other’s
strengths,” said Michelle Hill.

“And that’s so
important in life — to
be able to appreciate the
talents each member of
a team brings to the
problem-solving
process.” �



When it comes to
intermediate science at IDS-
CC, the chemistry is just

right. Good results come from
grouping third, fourth and fifth
graders together in the same
science classroom. 

IDS Director of Studies Linda
Wenzel noted, “The multi-age
concept works wonderfully.
Students not only improve their
academic skills, but also hone their
social and communication skills,
which are so important to their
future success in the world. It’s
great for boosting the self-esteem of
all ages.”

Each third, fourth and fifth
grader is part of a multi-age group
that meets twice a week for science
lessons. Students benefit from a
curriculum that challenges them to
reach their full potential and also
have the opportunity to develop
their mentoring and leadership
skills.  Student expectations vary
by grade.

Using a project/experiment-
based discovery-learning model,
the three-year program covered
topics in physical, earth and life
sciences. They were:
• Force and Motion: Simple
Machines

• Solar System and the Universe
• Ecosystems and Biomes
• Scientific Variables
• Matter: Chemistry
• Light and Sound
• Human Body Systems
• Geology
• Energy: Magnetism and
Electricity

• Models and Designs
• Structures of Life
• Water 

The curriculum is based on the
National Standards and Sunshine
State Standards and classroom

Intermediate Science – Student Chemistry at Work 
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Students used a variety
of materials to create
tools for the plastic
bubbles they would
“live” in during their
mission to Mars.

experiences are designed to engage
students’ interests, stimulate their
curiosity and develop higher level
thinking skills.

For example, since the focus of
this year’s earth science rotation
was the study of space and life on
Mars, the culminating activity was
a multi-faceted “Mission to Mars”.
The mission involved a field trip
and an activity-packed sleepover at
the Museum of Science and
Industry (MOSI). At MOSI,
students took part in a space
shuttle simulation within the
museum’s Challenger Center,
participated in workshops where
they created simulated comets and
experimented with polymers,
learned about the planets and their
moons in the MOSI planetarium,
and viewed a space-related IMAX
movie. The
highlight of the
mission back on
the IDS-CC
campus was the
building of a Mars
City Alpha within
plastic bubbles.
This effort
involved
teamwork,
scientific thinking,
creative and

critical problem-solving skills,
responsible decision-making, lots of
duct tape, and “mountains” of
recyclable materials to construct all
the components needed for life on
Mars.

According to middle school
science teacher Gery Morey, multi-
age science instruction “gives
students a solid foundation in the
three major fields of science — life,
earth, and physical — and helps
prepare them for the middle school
labs by incorporating hands-on
activities and problem solving
challenges.”

Believing students learn in
different ways is a key reason
why IDS teachers use a variety of
instructional strategies. This
helps to ensure success for every
learner. �
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F iddler on the Roof, Jr.may be
a version of the popular
musical adapted for young

performers, but at IDS-CC, the
effort elementary student cast
members put into the junior
Broadway production was
nothing short of full-size, and
then some.

“I selected this version of
Fiddler on the Roof because it’s a
terrific adaptation of the classic
Broadway production that
showcases young performers,”
said music teacher Michael
LeBlanc, who directed the play.
“In addition, it provides a great
opportunity for a young audience
to enjoy a real Broadway
experience.”

According to Mr. LeBlanc, the
play tells the complete story of the

Broadway by Children and for Children
Warriors Pride Chorus Performs Fiddler on the Roof, Jr.

beloved Jewish dairyman, Tevye,
who is trying to teach traditions
to his five daughters in the small
village of Anatevka in Tsarist
Russia. It includes the original
version’s most popular songs, and
communicates the same messages
about the crossing and breaking
of political and social barriers.

“The script, however, is
abbreviated to tell the complete
story in about 60 to 80 minutes.
And with a cast of 67 fourth and
fifth grade students, including 26
speaking parts, this version also
enabled us to highlight the
wonderful talents of lots of
students.”

The Warriors Pride Chorus
performed the musical several
times during the third week of
April with both daytime shows

for students, staff, and family
members, and evening shows
which were open to the public. 

The four-month effort began
with auditions in December, and
rehearsals started in January.
Students were involved in every
aspect of the production. They
received invaluable support
from teachers, whose flexibility
provided needed rehearsal time,
and from dozens of parent
volunteers, who helped bring
the small, Russian village to life
through scenery and costumes.

Having worked with the fifth
grade students in the Warriors
Pride Chorus for three years, and
the fourth graders for two, Mr.
LeBlanc felt the group was ready
to tackle a large production. “We
knew we were setting the bar
high,” said Mr. LeBlanc, “and it
was just awesome to  see the
students grab this opportunity
and run with it. There were 67
students involved, and at each
performance, there were 67
students totally focused on their
jobs. They were tremendously
supportive of each other.”

For fifth grader Dylan Attal,
who played the lead role of Tevye,
that support from fellow students
and “getting to know his
classmates better” was one of the
highlights of being involved in
the play. For Amanda Buck, who
played Golde, “getting into
character” was the best part.

“Finding your character and
going through the experience of
learning about your character
teaches you a lot about yourself,”
said Amanda. “I learned a lot
about acting and how much I
really like being on stage.”Amidst carefully prepared scenery, male cast members join together to celebrate by singing “to life”.










































