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HEADS’ LETTER SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 
 

ODDS AND ENDS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
 

ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 AT 9:11 A.M., IDS will continue our annual tradition of sixty seconds 
of silence and playing Taps, throughout the school, to honor the memory of those who perished on 9/11/2001 and to honor 
the heroes that worked so valiantly to save lives on that date TEN years ago. 
 

RED, WHITE AND BLUE DAY! On Monday, September 12, the whole school will honor the freedom that 
we enjoy in this USA by wearing red, white and blue. Thank you for remembering to do so. Each class will also do 
community service right here at IDS which will be planned with MIDDLE SCHOOL! 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2011, AT 6:30 
P.M. IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL GYM! Middle School Parents, Monday is your turn to learn firsthand from your 
teachers and administrators about expectations and the inside scoop for the coming year. The Middle School Teachers 
including Specials (6th, 7th, and 8th grades) have worked hard to prepare informative sessions that include an overview of 
daily, weekly, and monthly expectations for a successful year. Making connections with your teachers is key even more as 
your child matures with increased responsibilities and workload. We look forward to seeing you Monday night in the 
Middle School Gym at 6:30 p.m. 
 

BRAVO TO THE PRIMARY and INTERMEDIATE TEACHERS and PARENTS for the 
wonderful turnout and great energy promoted in each classroom during Back to School Night. In education, we have the 
wonderful opportunity to have a new beginning each year. New feels good and all of our expectations are high. Let’s 
work hard together to meet and exceed our goals! Thank you ahead of time for helping to create an incredibly positive 
partnership. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? Independent Day School: Corbett Campus has been voted the best private school in 
Carrollwood and is the First Place Gold Winner in The Tampa Tribune Reader's Poll for Carrollwood, receiving more 
votes than any other category. Thanks to all of our families for recommending us for this honor. It was recognized in the 
Tribune on August 24 and the award was received at a special reception on August 26. 
 

ALERT NOW: WE NEED YOUR STUDENT DIRECTORY VERIFICATION. In your 
Thursday folder you will find your directory verification form. Please check to see if your name, address, telephone 
number, and email address are correct. The e-mail address is to insure that the school is reaching you correctly for 
communication with our AlertNow system, Heads’ Letter announcements, and/or general contact. Only your address and 
phone numbers will be listed in the directory. Please return any corrected information in your child’s Thursday folder this 
week. We plan to go to press with our directory by next Tuesday. Thank you for your help! In addition, please find the 
IDS-CC Peacock Pages form that the Development Committee created to distribute to our IDS families to provide our 
families with the opportunity to list their businesses in the IDS School Directory. We will have a special section titled 
“Peacock Pages” for this “business directory”. 
 

NOON DISMISSAL WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011: Extended Day will be provided on 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011, 12:00 until 6:00 p.m. Activities will be based in the Extended Day Room and an 
afternoon snack and juice will be provided. The cost for the afternoon will be $15.00, regardless of the length of stay 
(except for those on the Yearly-Extended Day plan). NOTE: PLEASE BE SURE TO SEND A LUNCH WITH YOUR 
CHILD IF HE/SHE WILL BE STAYING FOR EXTENDED DAY. Parents interested in this special Extended Day 
session on Wednesday, September 14, 2011, need to REGISTER by phone at (813) 961-3087, or in person in the office by 
Tuesday, September 13, 2011. 
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PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2011 

FARISH CENTER 
 

ALL IN ONE NIGHT: You will be able to: 
 

6:15  –  7:30  p.m.  MEET  THE  IDS‐CC  BOARD  OF 
TRUSTEES at the PFA MEETING ‐ This  is YOUR opportunity 
to meet the Board members, hear what they are working on, and ask 
questions as well as mingle and meet PFA members and leadership. 
 

Followed by: 
 

7:30‐  9:00  p.m.  The  INTERNET  SAFETY  MEETING: 
EDUCATING for RESPONSIBLE DIGITAL CITIZENS! 
This  is  the  meeting  where  everyone  who  has  ever  attended  feels  so 
grateful for having had the opportunity. Even our technology savvy parents 
have benefitted. 
 

Description: The Internet, as it is today, has made many of our lives easier. 
We can access just about anything from our computers and/or cell phones. 
The  World  Wide  Web,  Facebook,  Twitter,  MySpace,  Skype…are  all 
common buzz words in our everyday life. Communication with friends and 
family are all easier because of advances in the Internet. 
 

While  the  Internet can be advantageous, we must also  remember  that  it 
has created new vulnerabilities for the safety and privacy of those who use 
the Internet. We have chosen to be proactive for both our parents and our 
children. There will be two events planned for September 20th and 21st. 
 
1. An  FBI  Special  Agent  from  the  FBI  Tampa  Division  will  provide  an 

evening presentation on September 20th for parents only on “Parental 
Inspection  for  Detection...Educating  our  Parents  on  Internet  Safety”. 
The presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. on the east side  in the Farish 
Center and we are inviting the entire IDS parent community to be there 
to be aware! 

 
2. The  FBI  Special  Agent  will  address  middle  school  students  on 

September  21st,  2011,  on  Internet  Safety  as  it  related  to  Social 
Networking Sites, CyberBullying and general safety. 
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PARENT/FACULTY ASSOCIATION FAMILY NIGHTS 
 

RESTAURANT NIGHT – Tuesday, September 13 – 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - Join us at Pei Wei in 
Carrollwood on Tuesday, September 13 between 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. and when you present the flyer enclosed 
in today's folder, IDS will receive 20% of your purchase cost. If you are in a hurry, you can order Pei Wei 
Take-Away, and 20% of the proceeds still come to IDS! We'll look forward to seeing you there! We will 
enjoy a restaurant night on the second Tuesday of each month, so be sure to be on the lookout for future 
locations in upcoming Heads’ Letters! Questions? Contact Vanessa Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, at 
vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. Be sure to take the enclosed Pei Wei flyer with you to dinner! See the 
insert in your child’s Thursday folder or attached online to this week’s Heads’ Letter. 
 
DINNER AND A MOVIE NIGHT – Friday, September 30 – 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - We look 
forward to seeing you all on September 30 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. for an evening filled with fun, food, and 
friends! Look for your order form in today's folder! This event is PRE-SALE ONLY, so please return your 
order forms before Tuesday, September 27. Questions? Feel free to contact Vanessa Minick, PFA 
Fundraising Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. See the insert in your child’s Thursday 
folder or attached online to this week’s Heads’ Letter. 
 

PFA PLANNING MEETING: 
ALL IDS FAMILIES ARE WELCOME! 

 

BIG EVENT COMMITTEE MEETING - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th - 8:15 a.m. - 
9:30 a.m. We cordially invite all IDS parents to come join us for the first committee meeting for our 
biggest fundraiser of the year, the 2012 Big Event, which will be held on Saturday, March 10! We will 
meet in the Grand Room on the second floor of the "New Building" right above Kindergarten. If you have 
any questions or need more information, please contact Kerry Lather, Big Event Chair, at (813) 508-1239 or 
kerrylather@hotmail.com. Whether you have a little time to volunteer, or a lot, please join us...we look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 

MORE PFA NEWS 
 

PRIZES GALORE for Sally Foster and Entertainment Book Sales - Because 
Sally Foster and Entertainment Books are both from one company, there is one joint prize program for 
our students. The East Side has an Alvin and the Chipmunks prize pamphlet while the West Side 
middle schoolers have their own prize brochure featuring a sport watch and an electronic drum set. 
Additionally, the TOP 30 sellers from the East Side will attend a Mad Science event on an IDS half 
day while the West Side students who sell two or more Entertainment Books (or $50+ for Sally Foster) will enjoy an ice 
cream treat during their lunch period. The TOP three sellers from the East Side will receive gift cards for $75, $50, and 
$25 respectively, while the Top Seller on the West Side will receive a $100 mall shopping card. The FIRST 50 sellers to 
turn in orders above and beyond one book (or $25 in Sally Foster products) will receive a stuffed monkey or frog friend! 
Because Sally Foster is a home delivery program, prize distribution will occur on campus on September 9th, 16th, 23rd, 
and 30th. That means some students will receive prizes beginning TOMORROW!!! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE “EARLY BIRD” WINNERS! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR IDS GOLF TOURNAMENT EARLY BIRD RAFFLE WINNERS 
DRAWN AT THE WELCOME BACK PARTY: ONE Full Week of Camp IDS - Summer 2012 - Mark Nouss; 
ONE After School Activity Session (up to a $60 value) - John Largent; ONE Community School of the Arts Group 
Session (up to a $150 value) - Barry Scott;  One Week of Camp IDS Summer 2012 - Jack Thompson; Set of 4 tickets to 
the PFA Dinner & Movie Night to be held on Friday, September 30 - Fred Schulz; Set of 4 lunch tickets for the Fall 
Festival to be held on Saturday, November 19 - Jeff Shannon; ONE 2012 Entertainment Book - Richard Torra. 
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FUNDRAISING OPTIONS: A WIN-WIN!!! 

 

17TH ANNUAL IDS-CC KIDS’ CLASSIC GOLF EVENT – SOCIAL  RECEPTION – 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 AND TOURNAMENT - MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 – Please plan on 
joining us at our pre-event social reception at Avila on Sunday, October 2 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. This event is 
open to all families, guests and friends of IDS – regardless of whether they are participating in the golf 
tournament. Enjoy a scrumptious dinner, entertainment, bar and an outstanding silent auction (with unique one 
of a kind auction items)! The reception is free for golfers, and $40 per person for families, guests and friends of 
IDS. Confirm a table of 8 or 10 and enjoy priority reserved seating with other parents from your class. What a 
great way to meet other parents and kick off the 2011-2012 school year in style!  
 
Please join us for a fun filled “day on the course” on Monday, October 3. Whether you’re a pro or novice 
golfer, you will be matched based upon your handicap and preferences. Enjoy a round of golf at the beautiful 
and exclusive Avila Golf & Country Club. Invite your friends and family to play with you. They will be sure to 
thank you! Prices are $175 for individuals or $650 for a foursome, which includes lunch, golf, prizes and our 
fantastic pre-event reception and dinner. Register at www.idsyes.com or look for the reservation form included 
in your Thursday folder. Join our IDS friends and family in helping to support IDS! 
 
BE A SPONSOR: There are still sponsorship opportunities and limited spaces available to play in our 
tournament, so please sign up today by clicking on the link: http://www.idsyes.com/golf-tournament-
sponsors.html. 
 
EARNING FOR LEARNING REMINDER: Last year, we won $1,500 from this contest, and this 
year, we have the opportunity to win $2,000 - $12,000. See this week's Heads’ Letter online to view the insert 
with more information on how YOU can help IDS while shopping, eating, or seeing a movie at WestShore 
Plaza! You can even support IDS from home by mailing in entries! Questions? Feel free to contact Vanessa 
Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. 
 
MARKET DAY Pick-up – Thursday, September 15 – 2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. - THANK YOU for all of 
your orders!! Our first Market Day delivery date is next Thursday, September 15 from 2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. in 
Corbett Hall. If you need to make alternate pick-up arrangements for your order, please contact Vanessa 
Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. Due to the perishable 
nature of these items, it is imperative that any alternate arrangements are made in advance! Bus riders are 
welcome to take their orders home on the bus. Thank you for your support! 
 
SALLY FOSTER FUNDRAISER: You received your packets last Thursday in your child’s Thursday 
folder. For the first time, the Sally Foster program offers home delivery which is free for all order over $50 and 
only $3.95 for orders under $50. You can send your order to your work address, and out-of-town friends and 
family can easily place an online order to support IDS. Questions? Feel free to contact Vanessa Minick, PFA 
Fundraising Project Manager at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOK SALE ONGOING!!! This year, the Entertainment Book offers a 
mobile app that allows you to access all of the current offers in the book based on your location. You can leave 
the book at home and still receive your savings! IDS receives up to 50% of the profits from the sale of these 
books, so it's a win-win purchase! Your sales packet with one book was sent home with your folder last week. If 
you prefer to support the Sally Foster fundraiser, please return the book to the IDS office before September 30. 
Questions? Feel free to contact Vanessa Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com 
or (813) 629-1630. 
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Setting a Mindset for Success 
 
On the first day of school, students at Independent Day School-Corbett Campus embraced academic 
goals, and teachers focused lessons on the values of dignity, respect, teamwork, and appreciation. 
 

          
First and second-grade "Cool Cats" (left) reflected on the importance of appreciating the uniqueness of every classmate. They read a book about 
friendship called "Cat and Fish," and each received his or her own fish as a reminder of the first-day lesson. Fifth graders (right) also discussed 
the value of the individual and participated in team-building activities to help create community.  

 
Sept. 8, 2011 (TAMPA, Fla.) – It was the first day of school at Independent Day School-Corbett 
Campus. In Debi Brockmeyer and Kim Fowler's multi-age class, the first and second graders who call 
themselves the "Cool Cats" crossed their arms on their tables and put their heads down. They squeezed 
their eyes shut and - as patiently as any six or seven-year old could - waited for their surprise. 
 
When their teachers said it was okay, they looked up. There in front of each student was a small glass 
bowl with a shimmery fish circling through the clear water.  
 
Joy, wonder, and amazement spread across their faces. 
 
Earlier in the day, the students had read a book about an extraordinary friendship called "Cat and Fish." 
Inside each fish bowl was a goggle-eyed reminder of the importance of appreciating the uniqueness of 
every classmate. 
 
The first day of school at IDS-CC was filled with both tradition and innovation, as teachers welcomed 
students with creative experiences that enabled learners to set powerful goals and embrace important 
values for the new academic year. 
 
Sixth, seventh and eighth graders started the day by gathering in the middle school gym for a welcome-
back event with a "timely" focus. Minute-long games of challenge emphasized the theme of "Make Every 
Minute Count! Because Every Minute Matters!" 
 
"We wanted the students to understand that successfully reaching their goals is all about the choices they 
make and how they use their time," said Middle School Division Leader Betty George. 
 
 
Please turn over for the rest of the article. 
Setting a Mindset for Success 

ONE PER FAMILY 



The story is continued here. 

Fifth graders focused on building community and reflected on the value of the individual. They 
participated in a variety of outdoor team-building challenges that required the effort and skills of every 
classmate to achieve success. 
 
Vickii Ausburn and Andria Petty's first and second-grade students discussed the importance of focusing 
on goals to accomplish a mission. Each student wrote out his or her most important academic goal for the 
school year – learning about the planets, reading chapter books, or mastering math facts. They tucked 
these "missions" into the cardboard tubes of model rockets, counted down, and watched the rockets shoot 
into the blue August sky.  
 

                
The "Mighty Monkeys" (left) wrote out their academic goals for the year and placed them inside model rockets that were launched into the sky. 
Middle school students (right) participated in minute-long games of challenge to emphasize the importance of making every minute matter . 
 
"Our students plan to 'reach for the stars' – to soar higher academically than ever before," said Mrs. Petty.  
 
Other primary classes continued the tradition of whispering one's hopes and dreams for the new year to a 
butterfly before setting it free - a powerful reminder for multi-age "Brilliant Bugs" of academic goals. 
 
According to IDS-CC Headmaster Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman, everything teachers do has a purpose that 
is based on the most current, brain-based research about how students learn best. 
 
Planting flowers, for example, helped three-year old pre-kindergarteners understand that they will grow 
and change throughout the year ahead. Carefully placing penny after penny on a small foil boat became a 
lesson for third graders in how to persist to achieve success. And having the opportunity to sit in a sporty 
Audi convertible brought to campus by IDS alumnus Chris Rogers told fourth graders that they will be 
"traveling" to new places academically all year. 
 
"IDS-CC teachers understand that for children to become successful lifelong learners, it is important to 
bring joy and excitement into the classroom," said Dr. Swarzman. "And what better day to establish a 
mindset for growth and the desire to succeed than the very first day of school." 
 
Founded in 1968, Independent Day School-Corbett Campus is a fully accredited, nonsectarian private school located on Orange Grove Drive in 
northwest Hillsborough County with over 500 students from PreK3 through 8th grade. At IDS, all children experience the International 
Baccalaureate Programme in a highly academic and nurturing environment focused on excellence and excitement in learning. IDS-CC has 
become recognized as an exemplary school with over 7,000 visitors observing and learning from IDS-CC teachers. For more information, visit 
www.idsyes.com  or contact the Admissions Office at 813-961-3087 for a personal tour. 



 
 

O:\Year 2011-2012\Headsletter\PFA\IDS_Peacock_Pages.doc 

IDS-CC Peacock Pages 
Parent Business Registration Form 

 
We are excited to offer our IDS-CC community the opportunity to promote their businesses within the IDS 
School Directory, in a NEW special section titled "The IDS Peacock Pages".  With our large parent 
population, faculty/staff and Board Members, the Independent Day School community is a vibrant group 
including entrepreneurs, business owners, and professionals working in major corporations.   
 
Parent Name:     ____________________________________ 
 
Child(rens) Names & Grades:   ____________________________________ 
 
Parent Business Title:    ____________________________________ 
 
Company Name:    ____________________________________ 
 
Company Address:    ____________________________________ 
 
Company/Parent Business Phone:  ____________________________________ 
 
Company/Parent Business Email:  ____________________________________ 
 
Company Website:    ____________________________________ 
 
Company Business Category (Select best fit from list on back of form): ______________ 
 
Directory Listing Example:  Dr. Jane Doe, M.D. 
    Doe Pediatrics 
    123 Main Street 
    Tampa, FL 33618 
    813-555-1212 
    www.doepediatrics.com 
    jane.doe@doepediatrics.com 
 
Please submit $10, per listing, to cover the cost of printing the directory.  Please include cash or check 
(made out to IDS) with this form.  If you have any questions, please contact Heather Lee at (813) 966-
9022 or heatherlee12@verizon.net. 
 
We may also offer the opportunity to purchase advertising space in the directory.  Would you like us 
to contact you once we have more information on available space and cost?  
 
___ YES!  Please contact me about the possibility of purchasing additional advertising space in 
the directory! 

ONE PER FAMILY 
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Business Category - Please Pick ONE 
 
Accounting & Tax Consulting 
Advertising & Public Relations 
Air Conditioning & Heating 
Appraisals & Jewelry 
Attorneys At Law 
Automotive Sales/Service & Imports 
Bakeries 
Beauty/Personal 
Boating & Yacht 
Business Services 
Commercial Services & Maintenance 
Construction Development & Design 
Consulting & Training 
Dentistry & Orthodontics 
Education & Research 
Engineering & Architectural Design 
Entertainment/Performing Arts 
Event Planning & Commercial Photography 
Financial Institutions/Investment Services 
Florist 
Health, Fitness & Personal Training 
Home Repairs & maintenance Supplies 
Hotels & Lodging 
Insurance Services 
Interior Design 
Landscaping/Lawn Care 
Medical & Veterinary 
Mortgage, Real Estate & Title Services 
Network Marketing 
Printing Promotions & Graphics 
Recreation 
Restaurant, Catering, Food Importers & Distributors 
Retail/Unique Gifts 
Staffing 
Technology Services 
T-Shirt Manufacturing 
Tutoring 
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