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HEADS’ LETTER APRIL 14, 2011 
 
 
TAKE A MOMENT AND LOOK WHO IS ON THE USF COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

WEB PAGE! WHAT AN HONOR! http://www.coedu.usf.edu/main/index.html 
 
 

FOLLOWING UP: NEPAL PROJECT: 
SISTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM WITH NEPAL AND THE TAMPA BAY AREA 

BY ROB ROWEN, PRESIDENT, GLOBAL ACTION COALITION 
 
Global Action Coalition (http://globalactioncoalition.org/) partnered with Independent Day School: 
Corbett Campus to begin the first Sister Schools Program linking schools in the Tampa Bay area with 
village schools in remote areas of Nepal. IDS leadership and staff immediately understood the 
importance of exposing IDS students to what life is like in a developing country. When I (Rob Rowen, 
President of Global Action) traveled to Nepal in early March, I carried artwork created by the students 
of IDS, along with school supplies and enough money to start feeding a village school for a year. The 
two murals created by students from the third and fifth grades found a home in the Bharse Valley of Gulmi Schools. The 
school’s art supplies were divided among four village schools. 
 
The lunch program started with the money raised at IDS has been a major success in other parts of Nepal and Global 
Action has already seen a 30% increase in attendance at these schools resulting in higher levels of school work as a result 
of this lunch program. The kids are more likely to come to school because they have the opportunity to put food in their 
stomachs. In a country where 50% of the children suffer from malnutrition, this is an important step in supporting 
education and children. A giant thank you to the IDS administration, faculty, staff, students, and families for piloting this 
program. Already two other area schools have been inspired to join this effort and create a program in their schools. I 
know others will follow in IDS footsteps and also lead the way in developing meaningful global connections. 
 
EFFORT AND TIME PAYS OFF for Blake von Thaden (IDS 8th Grade)! 
Congratulations for coming in third in the Junior Computer category at the Florida State Science Fair. His project was 
titled, Wireless Sensor Accelerometer Use for Structural Health Monitoring, and the purpose was to determine if a 
wireless sensor accelerometer can be as accurate as STAAD.Pro software to measure structural movement. His results 
showed that the accelerometer was effective in reading oscillations, but came short in being able to measure distance 
moved as compared to the STAAD.Pro software. Good job Blake! 
 
REMINDER: NOON DISMISSAL THURSDAY, April 21, 2011 for 
Teacher In-service 
 
EXTENDED DAY will be provided from 12:00 until 6:00 p.m. for next Thursday. Activities will be based in 
the Extended Day Room and an afternoon snack and juice will be provided. The cost for the afternoon will be $15.00, 
regardless of the length of stay (except for those on the Yearly-Extended Day plan). NOTE: PLEASE BE SURE 
TO SEND A LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD IF HE/SHE WILL BE STAYING FOR EXTENDED DAY 
ON THURSDAY, APRIL 21. Parents interested in this special Extended Day session on THURSDAY, April 
21, 2011, need to REGISTER by phone at (813) 961-3087, or in person in the office. 
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IDS INTERNATIONAL STUDY TRIP AT COLEGIOS RAMON Y CAJAL 
2011 – We are delighted to welcome back our travelling teachers and students from their wonderful journey to Madrid, 
Spain and surrounding areas. They left the last day before Spring Break with anticipation and hope for a great experience 
and they returned having met and exceeded all of their expectations. This week we will read comments from our teachers. 
In the future, we will read more from the student perspective. They have so much to tell. To a person, they lived a life-
time memory. 
 
From Senora Sonja Morgan: Our IDS global travelers had an amazing cultural experience when immersed in the 
Colegios Ramon y Cajal community from March 26 - April 8. They experienced family life with generous host families 
and school life with friendly school mates and teachers (including many teachers and students that have visited IDS in the 
past). 
 
We also travelled as an IDS team to experience historical tours of Madrid (capital of Spain), Toledo (former capital of the 
Spanish empire and a place of co-existence of Christian, Jewish and Muslim cultures) and Segovia (home of the 
magnificent Roman aqueduct and the magical Alcázar castle-palace). It was awesome! 
 
We also met daily to reflect about our experiences and to complete the homework provided by the IDS teachers to help 
our students stay current in their work. 
 
The food was delicious. The Spanish omelet of egg and potatoes and magical seasonings was a hit!!! 
 
We are all filled with gratitude for this experience. 
 
Here are the names of the global travelers: Marcos Arias (3/4 MA), Seth Cashen (5th Grade), Maggie Kratzer (6th 
Grade), Matheus Caledeira, Tylor Kittredge, and Sami Reiss (7th Grade) and Cassidy Brown and Julio Gonzalez 
(8th Grade). 
 

From Senora Odette Figueruelo: The Study Tour was a life time experience for all! We hope that our students have 
created a connection that will last a life time with the family who hosted them. We know that if that occurs, then 
everything else would fall into place…practicing Spanish, learning about the new culture and history, emerging 
themselves in the school environment, learning more about themselves as they compare other ways of life. It was 
academically uplifting and emotionally exhilarating! 
 
We had the opportunity to observe classes at Colegios Ramon y Cajal and see how the M.O.R.E. approach was so well 
implemented across the ocean! It was such as rewarding feeling to see how much IDS has impacted the lives of other 
teachers, students and parents. 
 
In addition we visited another school that has come to IDS to learn the M.O.R.E. approach in the past, Liceo Sorolla. We 
also had the chance to again see in action everything they learned from IDS and how well they were implementing it in 
their own classroom, in Spanish of course! Carlos Llorente, the Headmaster’s son, is writing a book all about IDS and will 
be published soon!! This is so exciting! 
 
As a parent, I had the wonderful opportunity to be able to see how my son Marcos (as well as the other students) was 
enjoying every aspect of the experience. He wanted to do it all! He wanted to go to school; he wanted to participate in the 
excursions. He enjoyed the food, the history, the relationships…everything! It was overwhelming! 
 
As teachers, we grew professionally as we observed other teachers, and as we worked together as a team to 
make sure that our Study Tour was a life changing experience for all!! 
 
We have a group of eight wonderful students that are ready to go back with us next year! Our hearts are filled 
with appreciation and joy!  
 
From Senorita Cathy Clark: Sonia and Odette wrote awesome paragraphs detailing our trip to Spain-it was an 
amazing experience for which I will always be grateful. As a teacher new to IDS, I have great appreciation for 
being given the opportunity to go on the Study Tour and learn so much my first year. Being exposed to the 
culture of Spain and the CRC family was a life-altering experience and filled me with appreciation. 

Cont. on Page 3…IDS INTERNATIONAL STUDY TRIP AT COLEGIOS RAMON Y CAJAL 2011… 



 3

 
 
 
I saw what a powerful impact it had on our traveling students, which I hope they will carry with them for life. 
 
Observing the teachers at Colegios Ramon y Cajal was a great learning experience for me, as I was able to see 
how they utilize the M.O.R.E. approach and Kagan Cooperative Learning structures in the classroom. I came 
away with so many ideas as to how to improve my own teaching… Witnessing the two schools utilizing the 
same approaches as IDS gave me a great sense of gratitude that I am a part of a school that has such a positive 
influence on others across the ocean. 
 
Seeing the sights on our many excursions was incredible, as was seeing the joy and excitement shared by our 
students on these excursions. Our students were great at being adaptable, immersing themselves in the language 
as much as possible, and being open to trying new things. They were supportive and encouraging to each other 
and demonstrated great appreciation in their reflections. I am so proud of them! 
 
Thank you again for this incredible opportunity for all of us-it was truly life-changing. 
 
 

PFA NEWS 
BY PFA PRESIDENT, HEATHER LEE 

 

PFA VOLUNTEERS FOR 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR - Enclosed in this 
Thursday’s folder is a questionnaire that will allow you to let the PFA Executive Team 
know what volunteer opportunities you would be interested in for the 2011-2012 school 
year! Please complete this form and return it by Friday, April 29. Would you like to be 
an RPC? Would you like to volunteer to help with the Gift Wrap fundraiser? Would you 
like to join the Golf &/or Big Event planning committees? Voice your thoughts on this handy form! If you have 
any questions, please contact our PFA President, Heather Lee at heatherlee12@verizon.net or (813) 966-9022. 
Thank you for helping to make IDS THE BEST!! 
 
31 GIFTS SALE EXTENDED - If you would still like to place an order for 31 Gifts, 
you can turn those into the office up until Tuesday, April 26. There are additional order 
forms/catalogs available in the office. Please note, any orders received between now and April 
26 will arrive AFTER Mother's Day. Thanks to everyone for your support of the spring 
fundraisers! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Vanessa Minick, PFA Fundraising 
Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. 
 
FUNDRAISING CONTINUES - Remember, there are ways that you can support IDS 
every day! Please see the enclosed flyer for more information about how to make the dollars 
you already spend do double duty for our school! If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Vanessa Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, at vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-
1630. 
 

ENCLOSURES 
 

 2011 – 2012 PFA Volunteer Form 
 PFA Spring Fundraiser Flyer 
 NEWS RELEASE: Service Comes Full Circle 
 NEWS RELEASE: Skyping – Preparing World Citizens 
 NEWS RELEASE: AristoCats at Independent Day School: Corbett Campus 

Cont. from Page 2…IDS INTERNATIONAL STUDY TRIP AT COLEGIOS RAMON Y CAJAL 2011… 
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COMMUNITY AD: 
 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in running an advertisement in the Heads’ Letter, please contact: Celeste Ross at (813) 961-3087.
¼ page $100, ½ page $175, full back page $250.  Advertisements run only when space is available. 

 

TAKE A LOOK at 
Our NEW After Hours 

Urgent Care! 
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Parent Volunteers Take the Lead! 

 
Express your interest today to serve as a volunteer in the 2011 – 2012 Parent Faculty Association.   
IDS-CC appreciates your volunteer support for the programs listed below!  
 

Fundraising Events Parent / Family Events 
  
Gift Wrap Sales Fall Festival (food, games, fun run) 
Golf Event Book Club 
Yard Sales Winter Holiday Boutique 
Book Fairs  Family Events (Spaghetti Dinner, Pancake Bfast) 
Boosters Club (Sports Challenge, Concessions)  
Big Event  Classroom / Campus 
Cash for Class - Back to School Event Media Center / Library 
 Special Events (Teacher/Volunteer Appreciation) 
 Room Parent Coordinator (RPC) 
 
 

**Room Parent Coordinators 
Two to three volunteers are needed per grade level to assist faculty, communicate with parents, 
and prepare Thursday folders.  This role requires a weekly time commitment.  RPCs are asked to 
serve a one-year term and then rotate into another volunteer role, or a different RPC role for a 
sibling. This allows many parents an opportunity to serve. 
 
 

 

2011 – 2012 Volunteers – Action Needed! 
 
Name______________________________________Email______________________________________ 
Thank you for offering to volunteer!  Please list your top 1-5 areas of volunteer interest.   
 

 Program / Activity 
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
 
Note:  If interested in RPC, please state your child’s name and grade._______________________ 
 
Please direct questions to Heather Lee at heatherlee12@verizon.net or Marcie Mueller at 
perform@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Return form to East Side Office by April 29, 2011 

ONE PER FAMILY 



O:\Year 2010-2011\Headsletter\Inserts\PFA_or_RPC\Spring_Fundraising_Flyer_2011.doc 

 
 

  Here are the top four ways you can make your dollars do double duty for IDS!  

 
 
____ Please contact me! I have questions about fundraising! OR I have some ideas that could help our 
fundraising efforts at IDS! 
 
Name: ____________________________________  Contact info.: ___________________________ 

1. Target will donate 2% 
of the money spent in 
their stores and online by 
those who have a Target 
credit or check card, and 
you save 5% on all of 
your purchases. It’s a win-
win for you and for IDS. 
Simply sign-up for a card, 
and register as an IDS 
supporter at 
www.target.com today! 
We have received over 
$10,000 from Target since 
the beginning of this 
program with only 32 
supporters. Join our 
supporters, and watch that 
number grow! 

2. Donate any of the 
following: cell phones, 
laptops, jewelry (silver or 
gold), digital cameras, 
video cameras, and MP3 
players to the office. IDS 
will receive up to $350 per 
working item turned in, and 
YOU get a tax deductible 
donation receipt. 

3. SCRIP is a program 
through which IDS-CC 
parents can purchase gift 
cards for all your shopping 
needs while benefitting the 
school at the same time. 
Simply contact the office to 
purchase cards to use as you 
would cash for food, 
entertainment, and 
shopping. A percentage of 
every Scrip dollar you 
spend comes back to the 
school as revenue! Use 
Scrip for your shopping at 
our spring book fair, and 
you’ll help us earn even 
more proceeds! 
 

4. Collect Box Tops from all 
participating products. Each box top 
brings ten cents to IDS, and those 
add up quickly! Tell your friends 
and family to save them for you, and 
turn them into the office. 
Throughout the year, many products 
will offer bonus box tops! You can 
also shop through the Box Tops 
Marketplace to earn MORE money 
for IDS.  

Let’s work together so that the dollars that we are 
already spending can benefit IDS! 

 
Feel free to contact Vanessa Minick, PFA Fundraising Project Manager, with any questions at 

vminick@hotmail.com or (813) 629-1630. 

SUPPORT THE IDS-CC PFA: 
At Work for You in 2011 

ONE PER FAMILY 



 

 
Service Comes Full Circle 
 

Middle school students at Independent Day School-Corbett Campus involved in “My Last 

Tour-School Supplies for Afghan Children” hear how their contributions have made a 

difference a world away. 

 

 
 

SMSgt. Rex Temple, founder of “My Last Tour-School Supplies for Afghan Children,” met with middle school students    

from Independent Day School-Corbett Campus who had contributed school supplies and volunteered their time to pack 

donations for shipping. Temple shared his experiences in Afghanistan with IDS students, along with photos of the children 

they had touched through their service.  

 
April 13, 2011 (TAMPA, Fla.) – Twice a year, middle school students at Independent Day-School 

dedicate a day to community service. In multi-grade advisory teams, they spread out to numerous 

sites across the Tampa area – Meals on Wheels, Metropolitan Ministries, Ronald McDonald House, 

Alpha House of Tampa, Head Start programs, and senior centers, to name just a few. 

 

In return for their small acts of volunteerism, sometimes they receive tangible signs of appreciation –

a hug from a child who enjoyed hearing a story, or a twinkle in the eye of a senior citizen grateful for 

a game of chess. 

 

When the individuals you are helping are a world away in a country such as Afghanistan, however, 

you might wonder if you really did make a difference. 

 

So, imagine how gratifying it would be if you found out that you did. 

 

Last year, middle school English teacher Kat Quin heard about the “My Last Tour: School Supplies 

for Afghan Children” project when its founder, SMSgt. Rex Temple from MacDill Air Force Base in 

Tampa, spoke about it during a radio interview. She immediately shared the story with teaching 

partner Jeanne Rivera. 

 
Please turn over for the rest of the article. 

 



 

 

Service Comes Full Circle  
The story is continued here. 

 

Temple had talked about the need for school supplies in Afghanistan where children attend classes 

under trees in the shadows of Taliban-bombed schools. He said he believed the long-term solution to 

fighting terrorism is giving Afghan children the supplies they need to become educated. 

 

So, during his fourth and final tour in the Middle East, Temple and his wife, Liisa, organized a drive 

to collect basic school supplies for students and teachers in Afghanistan, and Temple distributed 

them while overseas. 

 

Quin and Rivera said that when they told their students about this need, they jumped right on board 

and collected hundreds of items.  

 

IDS became the first school to help sort and package supplies and get them ready for shipment. The 

students volunteered for the duty again during the spring community service day, and on that 

occasion had the opportunity to speak with Temple live via Skype. 

 

Students appreciated his thanks from thousands of miles away. Never did they expect to receive a 

personal visit. 

 

Last month, Temple visited IDS. He shared his experiences in Afghanistan with students, along with 

photos of the children they had touched through their service. 

 

“Just as you understand that you need to go to high school and college to get a good job and be 

successful in life, the children in Afghanistan understand that education is the path out of poverty,” 

he told IDS students. 

 

Sixth grader Maggie Kratzer was impressed by Temple’s personal visit. "It was a unique opportunity 

to meet SMSgt. Temple,” she said. “It was great to actually see pictures of the school supplies IDS 

students packed being passed out directly to children in Afghanistan." 

 

Eighth grader Danielle Wilson recalled the group's first community service day, packing supplies at 

the main storage and collection facility at the SS American Victory museum ship.  

 

"While I was packing boxes, I was thinking how privileged I was to go to a school like IDS, while 

many children in Afghanistan can't because their schools have been bombed. You definitely cannot 

take what you are given for granted,” said Wilson. 

 

"It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get to meet SMSgt. Temple,” said eighth grader Zoe 

Dolcimascolo. “His presentation really opened our eyes to how hard our soldiers work in the Middle 

East. This last community service day for me really opened my eyes to other ways of life – not only 

an hour away, but across the world.” 

 

According to Quin, by taking the time to visit the students, Temple was able to show them the fruits 

of their labor, bringing their community service full circle.  

 

“His visit was a powerful experience for students and their proud teachers.” 

Founded in 1968, Independent Day School-Corbett Campus is a fully accredited, nonsectarian private school located on Orange Grove 

Drive in northwest Hillsborough County with over 500 students from PreK3 through 8th grade. At IDS, all children experience the 
International Baccalaureate Programme in a highly academic and nurturing environment focused on excellence and excitement in 

learning. IDS-CC has become recognized as an exemplary school with over 6,500 visitors observing and learning from IDS-CC 

teachers. For more information, visit www.idsyes.com  or contact the Admissions Office at 813-961-3087 for a personal tour. 

Contact:  Dr. Jennifer Morrow, Director of Admissions   Independent Day School-Corbett Campus                                                         

Telephone: (813) 961-3087     jmorrow@idsyes.com 



 

 
Preparing World Citizens 
 

Middle schoolers at Independent Day School-Corbett Campus connect regularly via ooVoo and Skype with 

peers in China and Sweden. They work together on global lessons, implement international projects, and 

sometimes discuss cultural differences – it may even be the merits of Chinese rice dumplings, Swedish hot 

chocolate, and American pizza. 

 

 

    
After greeting their peers in China and Sweden, IDS students discussed a subject with them that is a favorite among teenagers around 

the globe: food. The students meet regularly to work on global lessons and share ideas and experiences on a variety of topics. 

 

April 12, 2011 (TAMPA, Fla.) – It’s 9 p.m. in China. It’s 4 p.m. in Sweden. On the east coast of the United 

States, it’s 9 a.m. 

 

Regardless of where they are in their school day, students at the Second Foreign Languages School of 

Nanshan in Shenzhen, Vasa Real Middle School in Stockholm, and Independent Day School-Corbett Campus 

in Tampa are always eager to connect via videoconference. 

 

Middle schoolers at Independent Day School-Corbett Campus have many opportunities throughout the school 

year to collaborate with peers across the globe. Gathered in small groups around laptops in the William & 

Virginia Laney Library for their March international videoconference, they share this particular experience 

with fourth grade observers. 

 

The three-way meeting is part of the International School Connection’s (ISC) Global Partnership Project. 

Independent Day School has been part of the initiative since the ISC began several years ago and has been 

partnering with schools in Stockholm and the Nanshan School District. Through the use of shared Internet 

resources such as Skype, ooVoo, and Moodle, the partner schools have been able to provide a forum for 

students to share projects, ideas, thoughts, and experiences on a variety of topics. 

 

Last year, for example, IDS students participated in a year-long partnership through the ISC with schools in 

Sweden and China on recycling. Students in each country researched recycling practices at home and at 

school, and then they all met virtually to share their findings on a global platform. 

 
Please turn over for the rest of the article. 

 

 

 



Preparing World Citizens 

The story is continued here. 

 

“As an International Baccalaureate school, IDS is committed to creating curricular lesson units that include 

global perspectives,” said middle school English teacher Jen Jagdmann. “The goal is to prepare students for a 

global age of living and working together by encouraging greater cultural understanding.” 

 

Jagdmann and Kim Fields, IDS librarian and coordinator of global studies, lead the global connection efforts 

at IDS. Modeling the benefits of international collaboration for students, they meet regularly with their ISC 

colleagues - Helena Lewin from Vasa Real Middle School and Ray Zhou from Second Foreign Languages 

School. Together, the team develops lesson plans and creates opportunities to promote global learning and 

understanding.  

 

“At Independent Day School, getting students ready for the unlimited international opportunities available in 

the future begins with both exposure to the greater world community and lessons about appreciating 

commonalities and differences,” said Fields.  

 

Sometimes those commonalities and differences focus on cultural topics such as food. 

 

Seventh grader Jacob Hudson, for example, learned from Jojo, a Chinese student, that American-type fast 

food is quickly becoming popular in her country. IDS student Brandis Linn said her group spoke with Katy 

and Rose in China and learned about rice dumplings and the Chinese Dragon Ball Festival.  

 

       
IDS is part of the International School Connection's Global Partnership Project and has been working with schools in Stockholm, Sweden and the 

Nanshan School District in China for several years. 

 

Meanwhile, middle schooler Sam Goetz was excited to see students from Vasa Real whom he had met when 

he visited Sweden last fall with other IDSers for an ISC student conference. “They actually remembered how 

much I liked their hot chocolate,” he said. “I showed them the recipe for meatloaf and corn-on-the-cob that I 

had translated into Swedish. It was a great experience.” 

 

Eric Wendell agrees. “I liked how we could talk to the Chinese and the Swedish kids at the same time,” he 

said. “I had a chance to really connect with the students.” 

 

“For our students, their biggest ‘ah-ha’ moment is when they realize, ‘Wow, those kids in China or Sweden 

are just like us,’” said Fields. “It’s a lesson we hope stays with them for the rest of their lives.” 

Founded in 1968, Independent Day School-Corbett Campus is a fully accredited, nonsectarian private school located on Orange Grove Drive in 
northwest Hillsborough County with over 500 students from PreK3 through 8th grade. At IDS, all children experience the International Baccalaureate 

Programme in a highly academic and nurturing environment focused on excellence and excitement in learning. IDS-CC has become recognized as an 

exemplary school with over 6,500 visitors observing and learning from IDS-CC teachers. For more information, visit www.idsyes.com  or contact the 
Admissions Office at 813-961-3087 for a personal tour. 

Contact:  Dr. Jennifer Morrow, Director of Admissions   Independent Day School-Corbett Campus                                                         

Telephone: (813) 961-3087     jmorrow@idsyes.com 




